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Section 3 – Additional Questions 
 
Where is the nearest similar facility Located? Please advise nautical miles and direction 
from you. Give map references. 
 
Cape Conran 37' 48" South 148' 43" East, 57 nautical miles (approx.) Quarantine 
Bay (Eden) 37' 04" S 149" 53" E, 40 n.m. 
 
Section 4 – Project Details that address the Assessment Criteria 
Please indicate how your project addresses the following assessment criteria: Why? 
How? Who? And What? Refer to the program 
guidelines and assessment criteria to help you answer the questions. 
 
* Why is this project needed? 
Please describe the demand for this project. 
• For existing facilities, provide details of the number of times the facility is currently used 
and tell us what type of craft use 
the facility (ie. Size, power, purpose, etc.) 
• For new facilities, give an estimate for demand and vessel type and show how these 
figures have been derived. 
• Detail which relevant strategic planning documents (eg Boating Coastal Action Plan) 
were addressed in this application. 
 
East Gippsland Shire Council has sought to address a number of issues and 
objectives in relation to proposed new ocean access boat ramp at Bastion Point 
including: 
 
• Concern that the existing structure has reached the end of its economic life and 
a decision is required in respect to the future provision and operation of the boat 
ramp; 
• Concern about the standard of safety for operators using the existing facilities 
and for other users of the beach and water at Bastion Point; 
• The need to provide an adequate level of infrastructure to support recreational 
and commercial fishing activities presently occurring at Mallacoota, and to 
support their ongoing development; 
• The need to ensure that any development at Bastion Point does not impact 
adversely on the character and amenity of Mallacoota for residents and visitors; 
• The need to appropriately manage the mix of users at Bastion Point; and 
• The need to provide an adequate level of infrastructure to support and improve 
access for emergency and enforcement activities. 
 
The Mallacoota Social, Economic and Infrastructure Impacts report prepared by 
Pryor Knowledge (ACT) on the construction of an ocean access boat ramp at 
Bastion Point estimated the current use of the existing ramp.  These are: abalone 
divers launch about 100 days per year and account for 1100 launches; a local in-
shore fishing vessel goes out approximately 300 days per year; the charter boat to 
Gabo Island goes out about 130 days per year; other users (recreational boating) 
are estimated at 750 launches per year; Parks Victoria and other government 
agencies account for an estimated 1000 launches per year.  Given the state of 
disrepair of the existing ramp the professional operators have resorted to using 
tractors to launch and retrieve their boats. 



 
The major measurable economic impacts associated with the development of the 
ramp are the impacts of increased recreational boating usage. The Economic 
Impact Assessment Report prepared by Buchan Consulting Pty Ltd (July 2010) for 
the project estimates that recreational  launches will increase to 2990 per year for 
visitors boats and 1247 launches per year for local boats.  The estimated total of 
4237 recreation boat launches per year is an increase of 3487 over the current 
level of recreational usage. 
 
Under the Victorian Coastal Strategy 2008, Mallacoota is identified as a Regional 
Boating Facility.  A Regional Boating Facility accommodates a significant amount 
of recreational boating in appropriate conditions. These include multiple boat 
ramps, jetties, substantial car parking, safety measures where required and 
significant onshore facilities including public toilets. A site satisfying this level of 
hierarchy generates a significant level of boating activity from a wide catchment. 
 
While Mallacoota is a strategic location the existing facilities prevent it from 
delivering its potential as a regional boating facility. 
 
As the appointed committee of management under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 
1978, East Gippsland Shire Council is responsible for the crown land on which the new 
boat ramp is to be sited. 
 
* Who is involved? 
 
Detail those supporting the project and if possible, attach supporting documentation. 
 
As the appointed committee of management under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 
1978, East Gippsland Shire Council is responsible for the crown land on which the 
new boat ramp is to be sited 
 
The governance arrangements for this project are a Project Development Group, 
chaired by Terry Garwood (DoT), and a Project Control Group chaired by Sean 
Sweeney (MPV).  See attachment. 
 
Council is seeking a major financial contribution for the project from the Victorian 
Government's Regional Infrastructure Development Fund.  This application is 
pending. 
 
* What will the project achieve? 
 
Show how your project contributes to at least one of these aims. 
 
The Ocean Access Boat Ramp at Bastion Point has been identified by East 
Gippsland Shire Council as a major project, of local and regional significance.  It 
is the only ocean access boat ramp available for recreational, commercial and 
emergency services boat launching and retrieval between Cape Conran (Victoria) 
and Eden (NSW) a distance of some 97 nautical miles. 
 
The new boat ramp will significantly improve the efficiency of ocean launching 
and retrieval activities in this region.  This is particularly true during the busy 



summer and Easter tourist seasons. In the case of government agencies, usability 
would be increased for the launches currently required for policing and rescue 
activity.  
 
The major measurable economic impacts associated with the development of a 
safe and efficient facility are the impacts of increased recreational boating activity.  
The Economic Impact Assessment Report (July 2010) estimated that of the total 
spending of $6.8 million per year by recreational boat users $4.1 million would be 
spent locally.  Based on this level of local spending the report concludes that 42.3 
new direct and 10.2 indirect jobs would be created.  
 
 
Section 5 – Key tasks and timeframes 
 
 
Approvals and Permits 
Ministerial EES Assessment obtained.  Further approvals required:  Coastal 
Management Act Consent, Cultural Heritage   Management Plan, Planning Permit 
for Native Vegetation Removal, Native Title 
 


