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Surfrider Foundation condemns Government decision
to destroy Bastion Point ,, ,

victorian Minister for . Planning, Justin Madden MP, has rejecfed the findings of theGovernment's own Independent Panel.lnguiry,. and appro\red'a plan to consh.rct a largebreakwater and boatramp at Bastion point,-onthe east ioast of Victoria.

By granting consent to the. East Gippsland Shire to proceed with this project, the Ministerhas ignored advice from within govemment and gone 4ainst the wishes 6t ne r"l*it' oithe community.

The Independent Panel lnquiry found hat there were significant problems with all of theproposed breahrater options. The Panel report cited serious @ncems with safety, 
" 

poo,
economic argument, @ncems over -Ote long-term viability of the proposal, and thelikelihood that the development would be a net-detriment to Mallacmta's tourism potentiji
The Panel concluded that.the proposal offered no sgnificant societral Gnlnt, ani that anupgrade of the existing facility was their prefened atteFnative.

The Independent Panel Report states the follonring:
WeigJling up all the differenf rbsues aN cnrxidentJ.g,r1,s for ocean ac@ss at Mallamota,
the Panel has concluded that on balane the devetopment propsats snouia not proced.
The economic case for the proiect is very wak and tikety'to have a Oeien cost ntio weltbelow 1.

'The Minister has disregarded the fact that Bastion Point is unique coastral environnent.
The beauty of Bastion is it's pristine environrent. When_you're out in the Jurf and footingback to the land, the view looks like it's been the same f6r a thousanO years. That,s what
makes it so special. Now the Point is going to be just another concieted piece of thecoastfine," said Tim Frazer, Secretary of the east eippsland Chapter of Surfrider
Foundation.

Mallacoota's pristine foreshore is registered by the National Trust of Australia for theimportant aesthetic, historic, scieqtific, social and spiritual values it has. The propcal will
result in the removal of 3000m3 of 1afural td.y reef and ne importatiiln'of many
thousands of tonnes of rock and mncrete to onstruct a l3Gmetre long breakwater, and imajol road upgrade along a coastial headland will ineversibly damale the area and its
scenic and environmential values.

"The loss of the surf break at Bastion Point will have far reacfring consequences for the
locaf community," said Mr Frazer. "Mor9 people surf in Bastion Foint than participate in
any other sport. Bastion Point is the only break within an easy walking distance of town.
This will be an incredible loss for the kids in Mallacoota. lt's bid enorin that team sportshave suffered in recent years due to population change in the town, wireally need to'hold
onto this surf break for the youth," said Mr Frazer.
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"Despite the high level of importance that surfing and the surf lifestyle has for Mallacoota,
the Minister has unilaterally ignored the concern-s of his own independent inquiry. He mayunderstand a football field but he has no clue on watersports and beaches,,, said Dr RexCampbell, Director of Surfrider Foundation Australia.

"The approval for the project means that a surf break will be ruined plus the construction ofa high breakwater, the removal of large sections of the naturai reef system and theintroduction of a sand bypassing system is a recipe for disaster,"

"The best way you can value add to a natural environment is by keeping it natural. This iswhat keeps visitors coming back to beautiful places like Mallacoota t[at could sensibly
accommodate both boaties and surfers needs, as proposed by the panel to the Ministei
but now rejected' High quality surf breaks are incredibly rare and should be protected at allcosts. Surf breaks are important economic, social and iultural assets for local communities
and the tourism sector and should not be sacrificed," said Dr campbell.

There are a number of other locations where the intermixing of swimmers, surfers,
recreational and commercial_boating has been addressed thro-ugh managed solutions,including The Pass, at Byron Bay.

It's not too late for the Government to take its own advice and do the right thing and agree
with the lndependent Panel's recommendation for a low-key upgrade it tn" eiisting slte,,,
said Mr Frazer.

For more information:

Tim Frazer:0407 580 341

Dr Rex Campbell 0423 889 899

Surfrider Foundation is an international not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the
protection and enjoyment of the world's ooeans, rvavesind beaches for all people
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