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Mis guided‘k
proposal

Sir.- Minister Madden’s
decision to approve the
Bastion Point boat ramp
despite the EES panel
strongly recommending to
the contrary, is stunning.

It appears that all the ev-
idence presented and con-
sidered at length in the
EES panel hearing has
simply been ignored.

The panel’s report is in-
teresting reading, and it is
important to highlight
some of the key findings.

The panel found that the
proposed boat ramp would
have an unacceptable visu-
al impact, and there would
be major safety issues as
boats enter and exit the fa-
cility.

But interestingly, the
panel also found that any
economic benefit to Mal-
lacoota is highly question-
able, and “the economic
case for the proposals
based on increased recre-
ational ocean boating is
flawed, and that the eco-
nomic prosperity of Mal-
lacoota rests on sustain-
able nature based tourism,
and low impact activities
compatible with nature
based tourism” (page
135).

Further, the panel found
that the proposal failed to
fully satisfy any of the
stated evaluation objec-
tives, including safety,
sediment movement,
water quality, character
and amenity, cultural her-
itage, terrestrial ecology,
economic considerations
and overall social benefit.

Surely the shire must
now recognise the folly of
this ill-conceived and mis-
guided proposal and look
for low-key alternatives.
Yours etc.,

David Huxtable,
Mallacoota.
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Fight is
not over

Sir,- T write in response
to Justin Madden (Plan-
ning Minister) and Craig
Ingram’s (Gippsland East
MP) article about the
approval for an ocean ac-
cess boat ramp at Malla-
coota.

I am outraged by the ar-
rogance of these men. The
reason we have just been
through the extensive En-
vironment Effects Study
was to establish whether
this development should
go ahead.

All the evidence for and
against from expert wit-
nesses, community mem-
bers with years of experi-
ence at the site and those
who have an interest in the
issue was presented to the
independent panel, who
rejected the project on
economic, environmental,
safety, cultural heritage
and social grounds.

These arrogant men did
not like the results of a de-
mocratic process, so they
overrode the umpires and
are proceeding to do what
they want anyway. Is this
the kind of leadership we
want in this state?

I am tired of reading mis-
leading comments from
Craig Ingram about what
is in the best interests of
Mallacoota.

Most Mallacoota resi-
dents do not support this
proposal as it is a huge en-
gineering solution to the
need for improved ocean
access that will dominate
the landscape of our town
beach. It has been proved
to not be beneficial or nec-
essary to our sustainable
future.

As outlined in the panel’s
recommendations, a

“smaller upgrade of the ex-

isting ramp is the pre-
ferred option agreed upon
by most people who have
been involved with this
issue.

The fact that this devel-
opment has been given ap-
proval by Justin Madden
against all the evidence
does not mean this is the
end of the matter. We will
continue to challenge this
development all the way.

Yours etc.,

Melinda Beacham,

Mallacoota.

It’s our
‘shrine’

Sir,- It was with interest
that 1 watched the news
last night (Tuesday, June
23) and discovered that
Justin Madden had vetoed
the building of an 117-

metre tower near the
Shrine of Remembrance in
Melbourne.

The reason he dec1dcd
against the planned build-
ing was cuitural.

I would like to draw your
attention to the irony in the
difference between that
decision and the one he
made in favour of the East
Gippsland Shire Council’s
proposal to build an intru-

. sive. boat ramp and car

park at Bastion Point,
Mallacoota.

The expert panel, which
his Government put in
place, advised against this
boat _ramp for cultural,

~ economic and environ-
mental reasons.

It seems that there are
more votes in Melbourne
than in far East Gippsland.
Or am I being cynical?

To a majority of Malla-
coota residents Bastion
Point is a shrine too. A
shrine to what is left un-
touched and beautiful in a
world gone mad for short-
term economic gain.

It is one of the reasons
tourists flock to our town
every Christmas and East-
er.

Yours etc.,

Libby Greig,

Mallacoota.



