Approval tor Option 3b

The controversial
‘Option 3B* proposed
ocean access at Bas-
tion Point, Mallacoo-
ta, is a step closer o
reality with the issu-
ing of Coastal Man-
agement Act consent
last Wednesday.

The State Government
consent, welcomed by
proponent East Gipps-
land Shire Council. al-
lows for the construc-
tion of a breakwater
and boat ramp at Bas-
tion Point 1o proceed. 11
council proceeds,
works must be com-
pleted within three
vears (by March 1,
2001 6)

Heowever, council will
now face an interesting
period in which it will
continue o face “resis-
tance” from the Save
Bastion Point cam-
paigners, and if and
how it will fund the
project (most recent es-
limate over 6.8 mil-
lion) if tenders come in
over the State Govern-
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ment-committed fund-
ing allocation.

The announcement of
Coastal  Management
Act content this weck
by Minister for Envi-
ronment and Climate
Change Ryan Smith
follows a prolonged de-
bate about the project.

Couneil approved Op-
tion 3B in August 2010
under the previous
State Government, with
funding approved, This
option  involved  the
construction of a new
boat ramp and 130m
rock breakwater and
exlensive landside
works and vegetation
removal, at a new site
approximately  150m
south-cast of the exist-
ing ramp site,

The Coalition, with an
clection commitment 1o
review the project, did
thal and also recom-
mended an  aliernate
option only to be re-
jected by council. That
hybrid option was esti-
mated o cost 54.4 mil-

lion (last year's figures)
with the Government 1o
provide the majority of
funding and a contribu-
tion {rom couneil.

In late 2012 council
requested Coastal Man-
agement Act conscnt
for Option 3B, and 27
months  after  being
elected the Coelition
has provided what was
on the table in August
2010.

Shire chief executive
officer, Steve Kozlows-
ki said the consent to-
gether with a funding
commitment from the
State Government
means council can pro-
ceed with the project.

“The consenl under
the Coastal Manage-
ment Acl now means
that council can pro-
ceed with completing
documentation re-
quired for the project
prior to preparation of
tender documentation
for construction of its
preferred muodel,
known as Option 3B
Wr Kozlowsk said.
“Tenders will go out
as soon s the docu-
mentation is ready,
which is expected (o be
within the coming
weeks.”

Questioned over the
cost, Mr  Kozlowski
said council’s latest as-
sessment of likely pro-
ject costs suggesis that
the funding available
should be sufficicnt,
“but 1 the end, this
will be determined by
the  market  place
through the tendering
process,”

The Minister for Envi-
ronment said the comn-
sent sets out a number
of strict conditions to
ensure the council's
construction and opera-
tion of the project
meets the standards
for protecting  the
environment.

“It also requires the
council's compliance
with these standards to
be independently audit-
ed,” Mr Smith said.

Among the conditions
imposed on the project
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is the reguirement for
the council (o, develop
and implement an cnvi-
ronmental management
plun for construchion,
maintenance and operi-
tional works, The coun-
cil is also required to
ensure  that marine
safety requirements arc
addressed during the
project’s operalion.
“Council will also be
required to keep the
community informed
about  its  project
through a communica-
tion plan, and | would
expect this 1o include
the public release of the
annual audit reports re-
guired under the con-
sent,” Mr Smith suid.

Mr Kozlowski said
cxlensive " commumnity
consultation has been
undertaken over tlhe
decndes since a new
ocean aceess boat rump
was first mooted, and
council would continue
to keep the community
informed of progress
during the project con-
struction phase,

“The new boat ramp
and  breakwater will
dramatically improve
safety for the launching
of commercial and
recreational vessels and
vehicle parking facili-
ties, and provide a
much-needed separa-
tion for swimmers and
surfers in that loca-
tion,” Mr Kozlowski
said.

Spokesman  for the
Save Bastion Point
Campaign, Leo op den
Brouw said resislance
to the development is
likely to continue.

“We cannot supporl
the Option 3B proposal
in any way. So-called
‘sirict conditions’ set
down by the Minister
do not mitigate againsi
this disastrous develop-
ment," he said.

“Recent consultation
shows the vast majority
of the community ex-
pressed opposition Lo
it. Moreover, the eco-
nomic case is so weak
it is likely to become an
expensive while ele-

phant and a constant
drain on public funds.”

“We will continue o
oppose this upeconom-
ic and epvironmentally
destructive  project.
This decision by the
Mimster shows that no
picce of Victoria's
coastline or beach is
safe  from  poorly
planned and destructive
developments.”

Simon  Branigan, o
marine and coastal pro-
ject officer with the
Vietorian National
Parks Association, said
Victorians love their
beaches and unspoilt
coastlines.

“The State Govern-
ment has again shown
that it 15 completely out
of touch with the com-
munity and continues
their poor record on the
environment by decid-
img 1o bury Bastion
Point under & massive
breakwater and  bitu-
men road.”

Member for Gipps-
lund East Tim Bull said
that the consent was
provided solely within
the parameters of the
Coastal  Managemen
Act and it was now a
matter for the project
proponent, East Gipps-
tand Shire Council, in
relation to where to
from here.

“The state did review
the project and provid-
ed an alternate option
was provided for the
proponent’s considera-
tion, but after consider-
ation of this. council
determined 1o proceed
with the original pro-
posal” Mr Bull said.

The Coastal Manage-
ment Act provides for
the use and develop-
ment of coastal Crown
Land, including the
construction and carry-
ing out of works and a
consent decision has to
be made within the pa-
ramelers of the Act also
required the decision to
consider relevant rec-
ommendations of the
previous Government
under the Environment
Effects Act 1978.
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