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Member for Gippsiand East,
Tim Boll discussed plans for
ocean access at Mallacoota with
John Rudge and Ian Lewis, of
the Mallacesta Ucean Access
Commmitiee, last Wednesday,

Mr Bull was in town for the official

opening of upgrades at the Mallacoo-
ta Aerodrome and for the launch of
the reconstructed Fisheries Jetty, and
took the chance to meel with mem-
bers of the committee between the
~  iwo events,
Mr Rudge said the State Govesn-
w  ment now peeded to make a decision
on ocean access at Mallacoota, and
the decision was due in the next four
10 six weeks,

“We are tatking to the local Member
today to reinstate our opinicn this has
10 be addressed immediately” Mr
Rudge said on Wednesday.

Mr Rudge explained the biggest ad-
vantage of eption 38 was safety, as
It separatés boat users and those
swhnming,

John Rudge and Jan Lewis, of the Mallacoota Ocean Access Committee, met briefly st
Bastion Point with Member for Gippsland East Tim Bull last Wednesday. siam1re
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4 42-vear-old Mel-
bourne man is more
than %2000 out of
pocket afler pleading
guilty to  ilegally
taking abalome at
Cape Conran in Janu-

ary this yean

The Orbost Magis-
trates’ Court heard Kon-
stamtin  Litovski, from
Sunshine West, was in-
tercepied by Fisheries of-
ficers at West Cape and
originally claimed he had
taken no fish.

A subszquent Jnspec-
tion of his four-wheel-
drive  uncovered 2
sbalone, seven of them
undersize  and  five
WEssE.

The accused had fishing
equipment with e wsd
a vopy of the Victeriun

Recreational  Fishing
Guide in his vehicle at
the time.,

He allegedly told the
officers he thought the
bag  Hmit  was 20
abalone: 10 for himself
and 10 for his friends.

Whe asked  asbout
the undersized abalone
he asutd i Tud been o
misinke. ;

During the vehicle in-

speetion two monofile
ment mosh nets were
feumd 3 the year cons-
partmunt of the accused’s
veincle. One of them was
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more than 14 metres lopg
apd both bad 2 drop of
1.3 metres.

When questioned about
them  the  accused
claimed ownership of the
nets and said they were
Jor a pond,

He pleaded guilty to
five charges, including
possessing  commercial
fishing cquipment, tak-
ing uondersize abalone
amd pivieg falee or mis-
leading Information 1 an
withorised officer,

He did not have a tish-
iay licence.

for Dtfprmation

He was fined $2000,
with conviction, orderad
to pay $45.54 cosis and
forfeited all his fishing
equipment.

The director of Fish-
eries field services, offi-
cer Michael Hodder indi-
cated Fisheries oflicers
would continue to target
offenders  whe  have
a toizl disregurd for
regulations.

Anyvone who sges or
suspects dlegal fishing
activity 3¢ urged o oall
the Z2d-hour reponting

line,

Contact Peter

of dssictavice
with State

Goventment
mattera.




